[Mismanagement of chest trauma; sequels and the possibility of repair (author's transl)].
60 persons with a chest trauma were treated during the past years. In a number of cases the injuries and the resulting complications were of so serious a nature that their repair was attended by the greatest difficulties. The most serious and initially unrecognized complications comprised: 1) tracheo-bronchial defects, partly of traumatic origin and partly arising during intensive care; 2) failure to detect rupture of the diaphragm with displacement of visceral organs into the thoracic cavity; 3) insufficient evacuation of blood or fluid from the pleural cavity; 4) failure to diagnose irreparable damage to part of the lungs. Means to repair these lesions are reviewed; the necessity for long-term observation of these cases is emphasized.